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lit the Sennit, Marek 30, 1313 On the resolutions giving

notice to Ureal Britain of I lie abrogation or the coTcn- -

tion of joint occupancy of the Oregon territory.
Concluded from our lo.it J.... .. n . r , s .v- - i

As io me alleged want Ol taieccnve conuuer.ee ... i...
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relation, I hard y
know how Ir speak of it becomingly, when urged" in this
connexion. Were tbe fact eo, il would ein eiy strange
to me, an J I should think the President very badly advised,

.;.kku . .r, mir..lirii from om of hia tiueet and
n.CSt efficient f.ieVds upon this floor, and Ol. too, who,
from bis position at tbe beaJ cf a roost important commit'
Ire. was offirially entitled to it.

No one who has witDesed the energy, the talent, and the
promptitude of the honorable chairman, can doubt the ser-

vice he bas lendetavl tbi administration, nor the confidence
he deserves a corfilcnce, indeed, drmanded more fjr the
take of the rublic interest than for his own Sake.

Bar, ir. I have reason to know that the senator from
North Carolina is in error in all ibis; that this deduction
frum extrinsic ciicurntancei is bat mother proof that tiuih
I not always attained when sought by indinct and remote
fact. I have reason to know that the chaiiman of the
Committee oo Foreign Relations communicate! freely with
the TresUent, and enpys his conöJcnce.

Ard what prof of estranzement between thee Mh
fnnct onaiics is furnished by the honorable fiom
North Carolina ? Why, thus stands the ce: The honota- -j

Lie chaiiman s ated that the opinions of the Resident had
undeigone no change j but being interrelated bdoo the sub--
jTt.he answered that the rccoidi, and the records atone,
were the sources of infoimition.

It eerns to me it would better become onr poition if we aH
sought the views of the Pieidenf,ai far as we ouht to seek
them, in the same authentic documents. It woold save a
world of unproßtahl cunjectuie. Now, ir, whit dor s all
this amount ti? Why, t this: the Piesi lent told the sena-
tor from Ohio no mire as to his future course, than he lolJ
the country and Confess n li message. It would be
strange if be had. Tne avowal of a line of policy when
the ptoper circumstances aie before him, is the duty of a
sound and practical statem m. Hut I should much d obt the
wisdom of the Chief Magistrate of a great cuntry w ho thuulJ
sit down to speculate upon firure and remote contingencies
aSectinz the public welfare, with a view even t the deci-
sion upon his own coutsc, and still less wi n a view to i s
annunria'ion to the world.

Let me, then, ak the senator, if he thinks it is the duty
of the chairman of the committee on Foiein RIatims to
pat gratuitous questions to the President, in oider that he
m iy be able to come here and declare what the Executive
will diin siici and such a contingency, which may never
happens or wnich. if il do happen, may bring with it cir-

cumstances that may change the whole aspect of the ques-
tion But I foibear, sir. I consider it unnecessary to pursue
this question further.

A considerable portion of the argument of the senator
from North Carolina was devoted to piove that the mesore
of the President did not justify these anticipations of wnr,
which it appais to myself and other senators to dj. Not
that be called in question the natural tendency of the mea-
sures recommended by the Piesjdcnt, nor the fair construc-
tion of his linguale, but b controlled these by tbe extrin-i- c

facts to which I have adverted. I shall say nothing more
upon this subject, but I shall fortify my own opinion by the
views of other members of this body, wbo are entitled to
more weight than I am.

Tbe honoiable senator from South Carolina said " that the
recommendation in the message is founded up n the convic-
tion that there is no hope of compromise of the difficulties

towing out of the President's message is too clear to admit
of any doubt."

Af'crsome further remirlcj, showin the opinions enter
tained of the dangets of war, be adds : " Entertaining- - these
opinions, we were compelled to oppose notice, because it
was necessary to prevent an apreil to arms, and insure the
peaceful settlement of the question."

And the senator from Mary Und said: "We hare all felt,
Mr. President, that at one time, at least I trust thai time
is past the nathn was ia imminent danger. From the
moment that the President of the United States deemed it
riht and becoming in the very outset of his official career,
to announce to the world that the title to the northwest ter-
ritory was clear and indisputable, down to his message in
December last, I could not see how war was to be averted."

Anl the honorable senator from Louisiam, ia his speech
yesterday, advanced tbe same opinion upon the subject.

An 1 the senator from Geoigia also expressed the convx-lio- n

that "this resolution, based as it is on the Piesident's
messige, is distinct intimation t? Great Britain that this
matter must be settled, and in a manner acceptable to us, or
that at the exi iration of that time we will take forcible pus-sei- 'n

of the whole country," which of course means war.
And he ad !s that M tbe senator from North Carolina tells

us that the President is waiting at the open door of his eabi-ee- f,

reaily to atjut Ibis contiorersy, an to preserve the
peace of the countiy " " Sir," be adJs, even with the aid
of the senator's optics, I cannot see him there." And he
adds also, if these things weie so, referring to the views of
the senator from North Caiolina, respecting the President's
message, " I hht uld be sorry to da so." Aai I fully concur
with him in the sentiment.

Now, sir, I shall not thtust myself into this dispute
"Non nostrum Inter vos tantas componore Utes."

During the progress of this dicusi.in the blessings of
peace and the horrors of war have been frequently presented
to us with the force of truth, and sometimes with the fer-

vency of an excited imagination. I have listened attentively
to all this, though much of it I remember to have heard
thirty-fiv- e years ago. Hut I beg honorable senators to recol-
lect, that upon this side of the ch tmber, we have intere-t- s,

and families, and homes, and a country, a weil as they
hire; and that we are as li'tle disposed to biing war upon
our native Und. unnecessarily, as they can be. That some
of us know by experience, all of us by reading and reflec-
tion, the calamities, moral and physical, thai war brings in
its train. And we appreciate the blessings of peace with aj a . . j f . i j j 7 ...
conviction i..u nesires ,,n

iiiuic j l 4 j i leaves i :. MaiJgiscar,untouched mqury. That V. I
. ...B..n. r o . n.., .ii .

whether peace is a b'essing and war a cuise; but whether
peice can be preserved, anl war avoided, consistently with

honor and interest ot tbe countiy. lht question
come cp for solution j and if it does, it must be met by each
one of us with a full se:ie cf its a' i ling importance, and of
his responsibility. I suppose there is not a gentleman
in this Lody who wül not say, that cases occur, even

stage cf the world, which may drive this countiy to the
extreme remedy of war, rather than she should submit to
arrogant and unreasonable d'. minds, or to direct a'ticks upon
ur lights and independence like impiessmenf.or the seaich

cf our hips. or'various other acts. Ur which power is
. JL"cured and miintar ej over the timid and the j

true practical question for a na'ion is not the ro V
W,r'i

-- k.. h.. hn . ....k, ...-
.IS avaj'wiss'i( arvi ci m"A 11441 tj H)fl

tion each person having the power of de'erminatioo musl
determine for himself, when the case is presentel. Good
men, sir. may indulge in day-drea- upon this subject, but 'he who lVoks noon the wcrld as it has been, as it i. and as

be, our eats, upon might
undergone interests nd

' of
when the law of cublic might was the law .ruMie riht' n I

more openly avowed now. Ceitainly a healthful public
opinion exerts a stiong. r influence over tbe world than at
any former period of its histoiy. Governments are more or
less restiained by it, and a'.l feel the eflVcts of it. Mistresses,
and favorites, minions, no longer drive nations to war,
nor are mere quest ons of etiquette among the avowed causes
of It is not probable that a people will ever be
again overcome, because a statesman may consult vat ity
rather than taste in the choice of his pictures, nor tint
the sta e of Europe will be changed because a lady's silk
gowo may be spoiled by a cup of tea. Humanity has gained
something let us it will gain mote. Questions of war
are passing (rem cabinets to people. If are dis-

cussed in secret, they ate alsi discussed before the woi'.d,
for there ia a government in Chri'tct which wou'd
dare to msh into war, unless that measuie were sanctioned
by the state of public feeling. Still, let bs not deceive our-

selves. Let us not yet convert our swoid into ploughs!. arcs,
nor our spears into pruning-hook- s, nor neglect maiitime
and military defences of country, lulled by the syren
sor.g of peace, peace, when there may be no I am
afraid we have grown so much wiser and better than
our fathers, a miny people suppose. I da not discern opon
the hoiizon of future first dtwn of millenium.
The eagle and lion will not always lie down in peace
together. Nations are yet subject to human passions, and
are too often their victims. The government which should
say, I will defend myself fotce. would soon have
Btnliing lo defend. An honoiable semtor quoted a remaik I
made some time since I will not say with a but wüh
an appearance of disapprobation that was better to de-
fend the first inch of mtional teriitory than tbe last.
the honorable senator believe in converse of this propo-
sition .' that it is better to defend the last inch of territory
than fiist If he es, I sioceiely trust, as well for his
own sake as for the sake of his country, that may never

driven to correct bis error ia the school of experience.
What, however, trie senator New Jersey not do, the
senator from Carolina bas done. He sneers at terri-
torial as well as patriotic inches ; be means a " line in sub-
stance, not every inch." "I do not measure my own or
people's patriotism by inch " "How one's Ameiican
blood boils the thought ceding inches." He dies not
tell us by standard he would measure the soil of tha
republic, the patrio.im of ber people. It is evident be
does not believe that wise saying, w a to an inch,
and will take an Give a nation a small atrip, and
it will take a larger To attempt to purchase safety by
eonres.i is lo build a bri'ge of gild, for a recreating,
but fui an ad vanciog enemy. Nations like the diughteis
of the hirse-leec- h j they ciy, " give, give." It is idle, sir,
tu array ourselves agiinst the poweiful ts cf human
nature; aud he whj is dead to 'heir iiMueuce will find
little sympathy in this age the woild as would hive
d me bad he lived ages Ihat are D'ssed. If we
ourselves to be trodden upon, to be degiaded, to be despoiled
of good name and rights, under the pretext that
is unwoithy of us or our ti ne.we shall find omselves in the
deerepi'ode of age bcfo.e we have passed tbe period of
manbooj.

A gtest deal has been saiJ in En?bnd, inJ not a li'Ce iu
Uni'ed State, respecting our graspiog propensity in de-

manding Ihe whole Oregn; and we have been solemnly
adöaai!t''hed of the awful responsibility of ioroltin; twij
great iistions iu war. The subject in dispute is said not lo
be worth the a conflict would bring with it; tbe
bonoiabl fr Maine exhibited to us, as a

balance, the disasters of war. and tbe value of the matter ia
csntroveisy, and bas made teuitorial claims to kick lbs

beam. Pnmit me to tum to Ihe side of this picture.
I acknowledge the moral ob Ration of government to avoid
war. where higher ollii; i i otis do not them to 1 will

call Kurland pliaiice of nations, but I will say that the
s not hide the linl of her good tlceJ under a bushel.

The ocean scarcely beats upon a shore within sight of which
her fl-j- c is not seen, and withta sound of which herd:um is
not beard. And yet her moderation pioclainied, and
w it! the round of ber cannon, one end of tbe civilized
world to the other. She is not like other nations, and least
cf all. Uta that great grasping tnobocracy of the urest. I
thank God," sid the phaiisec of old, -- that 1 am not a
other nfi Now ch,rter of accidents has tu.ced

'Bp (iXOttiy ror England, if she will accept the optortunity
tTbrdcl. fc'j idjd in Uns country want war u'lraists no

'more than ejrnprom sisls, if I nny oe terms justified ty the
occasion. The cx'reaie paitisan vt dtcisire measn.ei afcs
nothinz but tbe m hole of roo. Cite him that, ai.d he

become a, meek as latent professor of borojlity ho
bomi.ics upon national moaciauon ior tue aonuon

Times. Now, sir, let Ei glmd abandon her pretensions, and
II these disasters, the c nseqnences of war, which aie fore-

told and I do nut l'ouU many of tbem justly foretold will
rive way, and exist only in memory cf Ibis debate.
There is no condition of things, foreseen by any man, public
or piivate, in this country, which five to Copland a
better line than 49s. The country north of Ihat line is
thrrefoie al! she coul-- t gain by a con Jest, which to iorotre
the fiaifu! consequences predicted to both countries j wbiih
during its pr grcss, it is said, will biing nathn after nati n
wi hin the spheie its operation, and which finally to
commit lo derbiou cf the sword great question of
fiee government throo2hout the woild, by piK'" in its
path the antagonistic principle, that many shcu!d be gov-

erned by the few. Wha, then, would England surrender
to preserve the peace cf world, and thus give the trst
piaclical pro f of tnoderati n to be found in the lot g annals
cf rer j i ap rbiiy w ilh honorable senator
from Mlullfi m,. Atchison. Ihat if KnglanJ would ac
knowK de 0Uf t.hiit ai;d ühdraw her opposition to them.
and shouid then ak a better access to the ocean for her in te
iior territories, 1 wou'd giant it without hesitation, as a
favor, upon most reasonable consideration. If this
should be d ore, she would have left three hundied
miles of coast to fuht for; and I will return the question cf

gentleman from Maine, and ask if this strip of land is
worth the piicc cf such a contest? England is alieady
g Jiged with possessions, both continental and r, over-
run, almost overloaded, with S'jrjccts cf castes, color, and
conditions. At this veiy moment she is wagii-- two wars of

nt one for commercial pirjects up'-- La
Plata, ami the othci f r a new empire uj on the Indus. The
latest Murnirg Clnor icle I have seen, one cf last month
and that paper is the whig oigan England av, and the
proposition is et.uncia'ed with chaiacteiistic co e, and
vith as mach appaient ran I t as if it were extracted from

the latest tiratise on public morals, we can never g"vcrn
India Si) well as we miht until we possess whole of it."
A congenial senti nent is quite as much at home in every
Efglisli bietst, that Amnica would be much better govemcd
ibau it is, if England possc-se- d whole it.

Let the Biitish government now say two wars the
same time are enough for the purposes of aggrandizement.
We will not encounter a third we will cive op this doult-f- ul

and disputed claim, and hold on in Amciica to what we
hare gi t we will dj so much fi-- peace. L t hr r do this,
and I, for one, will say, ttvf done. You begin to ptactie
thon,h upon a small srale, as you prcch. And why not do
so? This territory is scpaateJ an ocean and a conti-
nent from Krjland. She cannot long hold it. if she should
gin it. I mean long compared with life of na:i ns i
wheicas it joins us, intervenes between and our commu-
nication with the Pacific, will form an integral I do not
doubt a perpetusl por'.ion of our confederacy, will be, in
time, a necessary outlet for our population, and piecnts all
those elements of contiguity aud of position which indicate
and invite pjli'ical unions.

But it has been said and rcsaid, in the Senate and of
it, that two great nations cannot go t war. And why can-
not two great nations go to against one another, as well
as two gteat nations combine against a small one. o far as
honor contemns a r!ipaiity force, the former would be
much mire honorable than the latter.

What is going on in the La Plati, where Fiance and Eng-
land sent their united and armus against the
Argentine republic, and where the echoes of their cannon
are aceniii g the Parana and its vast tributaiies, till they
are lost in the gorges cf the Atide ?

There be no war-i-n ibis enlightened age of the world!
What, then, is passing in Afiica, where one hundied thou-
sand Christian bayonets have diiren the Arab from
home, and are pursuirg him into the desert, the icfuge of
the tuiban since days of patriarchs

What is passing upon the shores cf Eusine, where the
Cossack has left his native plains and, at the call of llusia,
is ascending the ridges of the Caucasus to subdue its indig-
enous races, and t substitute mild rule of Musco-
vite for their patriarchal of government depen-
dence upon the Cz:r for dependence upon themselves ?

And wht is pastr g in the Punjiub, where the last ad-
vices left mighty armies almost within sight of each
other, after having fought a great battle of Hindoo ambition
against English modctiHon ?

And how long since an enlightened government, pir ex-

cellence, broke bariier of Chinese power, which so
long a vast empire, aud scattered dismay and death
along its coasts, because its rulers had interdicted the sale
of opium, a drug equally destructive to tbe moial faculties
and to the physical powers man ? The Tartar passed the
great wall, and planted bis horse tails upon the tower of
Pekin. then became a Chinese, and empire went on
a before. But Englishman, with cannon balls and
his opium, has intioduced an innovation into the habits and
condition of one-thi- id pait of human i ace, which may
fatally affect its fuluie prosperity.

And how long is it since an English army passed the gates
Asia, and, ascending the table-lan- d of that continent, if

it had not been annihilated by a series of disas'ers which
have few parallels in modern waifaie, might have teversed
the march of Alexander, and reached ihe Mediterranean
Nineveh, and Babylon, and Jerusalem ?

And only five short years have elapsed since Christian
cannon were heard in the mountains of Lebanon, and their
bombs exploded among btokrn monuments of Si l

In this brief view and review of landing and leccnt wars,
I do advert lo hostilities g- - ing on among some the
states of Spanish oiigin upon this continent, in Ilayti, in

the Eastern ccean. because aie small wars, and some
of them are waged by civilized nations against b irban us
tribs, and hardly worthy of attention in these days of phi-

lanthropy of that philanthropy which neglects objects
misery at ho ne, whether in England or Ireland, the teiief cf

would be silent and unobtrusive, and seeks them
everywhere else thiough world, that they may be ta'k-r- d

of and exhibited as proofs of benevolence which, as an
eminent French wiiter says, overlooks wants of our
neighbor, but g s to the north pole on a ctusade of charity .'

which has an innate horror at Ihe very idea of black slave

as ueep aim mu.-m- . uu one l(Ssn,v,rB AflVa the frontiers of the eolonr ,t th- -
in.it! a yij. l . n iscunuuuiitcc cAiiit'iij .1of Good Hope, in ana in vanons islands ofthe only real sul'Kct of is not':.1 these
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elewbere, because, forsooth, this servitude is not in the
United States, and neither cotton tor sugar will te affected.
ty it.

These, ard the Hetgian war, and the Spanish war, and
'be Greek war, are events of but yesterday, yet sounding in

ibauslcd
Why, sir, if F.ngland had a temple cf Janus, as Rome had

of old, it would be as seldom shut as was that of her impe-
rial prototyi e. The first fifteen years of this very centmy
sck rctrly all passed in the greatest war known peihaps in
the annals of mankind ; and thtre are Senators in this b dy,
ard I am amor-- the nnmber,who were born at the close of one
war with Ehland, and hare lived through atto'her, and who
are perh.ips destined to witness a third. And yrt zealous
bnl men would try to induce us to cast by our
armor, and lay open our co intry, because forsooth the age is
Ion enlightened to toleiatc war. I am fiai I we are Dot as
good as thest peice tnei, at all sarrifices, persuade themselves
and atieir.pt to pertuadi olhert.

Ba sir. lo advert lo another topic. I perceive and I am
hapry to fi:id it so that there has been a nearer union of
sentiment on one branch of this subject between the honor
able Senator frrm Maryland and myself than I had suppos
ed. All I regret is. that he had rot avowed his opinion ear
lier in the session; for I should have felt myself eieptlv
encouraged in my course by the identity of our views re
specting the clanger of the country. The honorable gentle-
man says: "We all have felt at one time, at least I trust.
that that time is past Ihe nation was in imminent danger of
war." Fiom the moment the President of the Uni'ed States
deemed it right and becoming, in the very outset of bis off-
icial career, ta announce to the woili that the title of the
Lnitcd States to the northwest territory was clearand indis-
putable, down t ihe period ol his message in December,
when he reiterated the assertion, I could not see how it was
possible war was to be averted." "I could not but listen
with dismay and alarm at what fell from the distinguished
Senator from Michigan at an early period of this session."

Now, sir, I have not the slightest wish to misinterpret the
sentiments of the Senator from Maryland: but I frankly
confess I do not undctstanl how, with tbe opinion he ex
presses, that war was unavoidable, any remaiks of mine
eiuld have been thus characterized. I am well aware, in
deed, that they came like a bomb-she- ll into a powder maga
zine. But why, l nave yet to learn. Like the honorable
Senator from Maryland, the moment I read the President's
message, I saw, to my own coovicti n at least, that our re-

lations with England were io a critical situation ; and that
a tezud to our duty, as representatives and sentine'.s of the
people, required us to take measures of precaution, propor-
tioned to the dinger, whatever that might be. The Presi
dent, with a due repaid to bis own responsibility, as well as
to the just expectations of his countrymen, spread before us,
not only his own views anl leeommendations, but the whole
diplomatic correspondence which has passed between the two
governments, on the surjeri of (Jrpgon. Well, we all saw
there was a dead halt in the march of the negotiations. The
President told us, in effect, they were closed. I am not, sir,
very tenacious as to the woid. I do not attach that impor-
tance, in fact, to the candition itself, which the Senator from
Noith Carolina appears to do. I am willing to call it closed.
or terminated, or suspended, or, in the Executive phrase.

dropped. All I wiih to show is. tiiat nothing is going on.
Why the honorable Sena'or from Noith Carolina dwelt with
earnet'ness upon this point, I do not comprehend, unless, in
deed, he supposed that if the negotiations, weie closed, they
bal closed forever, teyotid ihe reach of the parties. If such
weie his views, I do not paitike tbem. I tmst no question
of mere etiquette will keep the parties separated, if other
ciicuojstirrc.es should indicate they might be brought togeth-
er. 'Such a course cf action, or rather of inaetioi, would
deserve the reprobation of the whole world. But however
this may be, the President said thit a'l attempts at compro-
mise Ali faileL These aie l is wotds. He invited us to
give tht notice, for the termination of the j not eccupatiou

of the country. II said it was all out, and thtt our title bein paralyzed by deficient resources. They are to be
to it teas maintained ly irrrfrtgi'le facts and argumin's ; founJ iu the spirit acJ patriotism of our pe jple ; in tbe
and he said, also, that at the end of the year, the tempo: ary c. mtnoa in!eiet they feel in a government estabU-he- d ty
measures, which a regard to treaty stipulations allowed os them, ar.d responsible to them; in the system of ptirate
to adopt st this time, mut be abandoned, and our juiidic- - ! eieJit which almost makes part of oar iustiiut ion, and
rio.i over the whole country established ar.d maintained, which efteu separates by wi'e intervals the puichase and
Such weic, in efTtct, the views submitted t us by the Chief, the payment; in the abundance ai d cheapness of the neccs-Mei- -t

ate of the nation, in the discharge cf a sulcmn duty, f h ic of life. and in the military arJor which stimulates cur
committed to hi n by the constitution

One would think hcte were elements enough cf trcuMe No
t engage the attention of the national legislature, and to cf
command its immediate action. If the ship of state e:e to
be steered by the chart thus prepared by the pilot, ci:hcr the
Gieat Britain mut turn from her course, or we must meet
ber. There was n other alternative. She must gainsay bis
much she bad said. She must relinquish much he bid
claimed. She must concede much she had denied. Mie of
musl do wtiat a proud nation d.es with reluctance, retrace
her steps in the fce of the wot Id, and lower heiself in her
owu estimation. I did not say she would not do all this. I do
not say so now. But looking to her history, to her position, of
and to the motives of human conduct as these operate upon
communities as well as individuals I bad great difficulty in
believing that she would do it, aud I said so. And iheie was
yet another element of urtceitainty, combined with all these
causes of era ha trass moot, anl that was the doubt, if she
came to the parallel of 43 deg., whether she would find our
government ready to come back to the time line. 1 know

I nothing of toe indentions of either government npon that
subject. I cannot spealc authontttirely, and theicfue I do
rot undertake to speak at alt. I know as little as any one
in this rorm, be be actor or spectator in the scene that is of
p.sinr, whether the oSer would be accepted if repcatcJ,
or whether it woold be repeated if demmded. All I know it
is, that as the basis of an amicable adjustment, that time,
which, while itjnet ds soma things mars othcis, is every day
increasing the dilTicuity of its establishment ; and that, as a
means of terminating this controvetsy . I believe the qiesti n
is tapidly passing fiom the conlrul of the government lo tl-- e

control of public opinion.
Under these citenmstances I introduced res lutions cf iiy

into the nccessi'y of adopting measures for the defence
of the country, and, on the 15lh cf December, I advocated
their adoption and explained my views, cf which I have now lo
troubled the Senate with a brief summary, and to which the
honoiaMe Senator says he listened with "dismir and
alarm." "Dismay and alarm" at propositions for defence,
when the gr ntletran himself says that "the nation was in
imminent danger !" When "he could not see how it was
possihle war was to be avoided-- " For it will be observed, a
thrv were subsequent eitcumstance, subsequent by some
weeks, which removed this impression of the d inner of war
made by ihe President's inaugural addiess, and by his mes-
sage

it
at the commencement of the session. They wi re the

speeches of the Senators from Missouri an l New Voik, ai d
espechltv the speech irerntly delivered by the Senator fiom
N.Carolina. For myself I di1 not hear one word tall fiom the
Senatois fiom Mi'sonii and New Yoik, so far as I iccollcct, , in
in which I did not fully concur. The former, besides Ihe
uthmity which long cx;-e- i ienee. high talents, and gieat ser-

vices to his courtry and his P'rty, give lo all he says, heie
and elsewhere, understands this whole subject bettet peihaps
than any man in the nation. And we all have borne our
tiibute rf gratification to the able anl statesmanlike exposi-

tion of the matter given by the Semtr fiom New Yoik. I I
did not understand eithrr of these Senat rs as alluding to the
ultei ior course of the Pieiden or seeking to cxoiess any
opinion respecting the result of this controversy. And I will
ask the Senator fiom Maryland whether, up n a grave ques-
tion like this, it is not safer and wiser to deduce Ihe vk ws
cf the President from two public and solemn documents,
spreading before his country his opinions and forekha towing
his course, rather than from the construction given them by
others, and resting upon what is called acts of omission and
of commission ? of

It is not a little cui'nu, but it is nevertheless true, that the
doring the discussions brought out by my res lu (ions, gen-

tlemen on the ether side of the Senate took the opportunity
of expressing their entire concurrence in the views and
course of the President, and avowed their gratification at Ihe
executive statements and recommendations. Though a con-

densed narrative of the negotiations accompanied the mes-

sage
nor

and foimrd the groond-woi- k of the suggestions sub
mitted to us, and though the co respondenee was spread out
in full t efote us. What is now Ihanght upon this stit j- - ct on
the other side of the chamber it needs not that I should tell, j

The siews there extuessed aie as unequivocal as they are'0'
condemnatory. "We all have felt," says the Senator from
Marvhnd,"that war was imminent," and still more emphat
ically, "I could not ace bow it was po-sill- e war was to be
aveited." aJ

But I may be permitted lo ask the honma'j'e Senator if
war. in his orinion, was thus imminent, and not to be aveit
ed, how happened it that my remaik filled hi n with "alarm
and dismay r" I thought there was danger or war, and so it
appears did he. And his estimate of the danger was higher ;

than mine ; for I thought that among other means of avoid- -
has

in" 11. Ilisiani and adequate preparations might exhibit such
ftf .ir,.v. n defence, and such a snirit in Iheroun- - '

.i.,. :h.rr. .i. iooi.l rfr, ... i

the last alternative of injured nations. And therefore was I
so anxious for an immediate and deceive manifestation upon
this subject. But we have all suffered these resolutions lo an

sleep, as I remaiked the other day. if not the sleep of de ith,
a slum!-- r almost as quiet; and though they were a little
startled by the President's message, still, before their full re-

suscitation into life, it may be necessary that that same
solemn warning should penetrate these maible halis, which U

has said to the other ""Pendent T Z?
my is upon you. If. the bo h the Senator myself were lhiapprehensive of war, and he thought it could not be averted. . .
the "dismay and alarm" which my remarks occasioned did . -

not result from any difference of views upon thit subject.
j

And, as these remarks had but two objects one to show the i

danger we were in, and the other to guard against it it
would seem to be the latter at which the honorable Senator

j

thetook exception ; and it is certainly a cause of mortification
Ihat I managed mv subject so awkwardly as to convert my

'
projo-ition- s for defence into a matter of alarm and dimay. for

Since then, however, sir, another note of warning has
reached us from the eastern hemisphere, and we not only
know that England is arming, but the sovereign herself has
announced the f ict in the most imposing manner, and has
called upon Parliament to extend these atmaments still fur-

ther.

join

And we now exhibit to the wor'd the extiaordinaty
spectacle of a na'im in a state of perfect tranquillity I

on

might rather say of apathy, almost without an army, with
: 31

out a mititia lor our militia is ontortunately neaily elisor
ganized with unfinished and unfurnished defences, with an tee

. 1 r . 1 .I..I.I r.r (U . - ilk I
i

inadequate supply ci in'' "'.""J "i- - ,

eulated only for a of pence, w ith thiee thousand six
hundred miles of seacoast on the Atlantic, and one thousand
three hnrdied mPes on Ihe Pacific, and four thousand one
hnndrrd miles of intei ior frontier from Eastport lo the line
where 54 iteg. 40 min. strikes the ocean, and two thousand the
four hundred miles of interior fiontier from the southwest
ern corner of Oregon to the Bio del Norte making a boun- - !

dary of eleven thousand four hundied miles, agreeably to the
calculation I have procuted from the librarian, and penetra-
ble

j

in all diiections. While, at Ihe same time, we are in i

volved in a ereat controversy with the most formidible na to
tion formidable in the means of injuting us upon the fiee
of the globe, which is buckling on its armor, and telling the toworld, through its sovereign, that it will maintain it inter- - !

ests and its honor which, being trauslated into plain Arueri- - j

can, means that it will hold on to its claims.
j the

Mr. President, a eieat deal has been ssi.I, both hi-r- e and
j

el'ewheie, lespecting the probabili'y of war whether it
will result from the present condition cf the two nations.
Some gentlemen think this is a legitimate suljectof inquiiy,
arising out of the principal question that of ihe notice the
diicclly bi fote us ; while others think we should decide the the
question on its own meiits, leaving out of view the tonse-- !
qnences to which it may lead. Certainly, a question f of
ler:itorial right should be judged and determined nakedly.
and uncmbairassed by other considerations. We owe that
to our own honor. Still, it becomes prudont men, especially
pmdent statesmen, when t iking n imp-Mta- step, to look
to its results. Neither national nor iudividuil acts arc ins-
ulatedone mrasuie leads to another. It seems to me il is to

not only our risrht, but our duty, as the repiesentatives of the
States, to inquire where this measure will conduct us. If
to a stable pece, so much the better. If to war, let us
contemplate its prospects and its dangers, and let us ptepare
for its consequences. But, at any rate, let us commune to-

gether, and not blindly rush into the future, rather driven
by our instincts than guided by our reason.

Our first object is lo preserve our rights ; our next to do
that peacefully. While we all ho;-- e that war will be avert-
ed, that hope will never be stiengthened by underrating ths
capacity of either nation to defend itself, or to injure its
opponent. For my own part I see no want of patiiotism in
stat'u g plainly and frankly the means of annoyance that is

Englind possesses; and I think the course of my honorable
friend fiom Delaware upon that subject was equally patriotic
and judicious. There is said to be a bird in the dcseit which
hides its head in the sand, and then thinks it is safe from
danger, because it cannot see it. Let us not imitate this
folly. Let us look directly at what we must encounter, if
we aie forced to war, and then let us behave like reasonable of
men, and make reasonable pieparation to meet it.

I see it said in a late London Herald that we cannot carry
on war because we cannot procure the means to meet Ihe
necessary expenditures. The ssme assertion has been made
in some of our own j mrnals, an J even by higher authoi ity.
The Senator from South Carolina has referred in tt.is connex-
ion to a venerable man, for whom, and for whose patriotic cf
services, I have great and sincere respect, who has awakened
from a political slumber of almost a quarter of a century,
and presents himself to his countiymcn with elaborate

tables, showing tbe peiuniary cost of war, and tbe of
burdens it brings with iL All this is unnecessary. It is
taught in the very born-boo- k of national expenditures.
Ours is not a question of the cost of war, but of its necessity. it,
That same eminent man, ihe survivor of the cabinets cf
Mr.JetTerson and of Mr. Madison, was understood, iu lS12,to
entertain a similar repugnance against committinz the desti-
nies of his country to war which he now exhibits, and to
foreshadow similar difficulties. I do not know if the fact
be so. I can repeat only the tumois of that day. It was
then asserted and believed that some report or document
from the Secretary of the Treasury was intended to dampen
the national aidor, by an imposing array of the contributions
it would be necessary to levy upon the country, in the event
of war, and thus to prevent i's occurrence. But the effoit,
if made was useless then, and it will be useless now. The
war went on, because it could not be avoided without a
sacrifice of the national rights and honor, and it came lo a
glorious conclusion. It pushed us forward in all the elements
of advancement; and as we dil then co shall we do now. of
If a war is forced upon us, we shall meet its dangers and its
responsibilities. No array of figures will stop tbe people in
their patriotic course. You might as well attempt to slop
the surges of the ocean beating upon the sea-coa- st by marks
in the sand, which the first wave sweeps away, and then
passes on.

As to this notion (hat a war cannot be maintained without
cash enough in th possession of the government to carry il
on, or ths means of procuiing it al auy time by loans, tbe
two successful experimeuts we have made have demonstrated
its fallacy. I do not stop to point out the peculiarities in
our condition which prevent our national exertions

young men aud sends them to the standard of their country
rnoJetn Cicesus, be he a King of financiers, or a financier
Kings, bol ts in bis hands the action of this government.

But even in Europe, a decisive ex; eiimcnt bas tbown that
exeilious cf a nation are not to be cri;.r.led by a crippled

ticasuiy. One cf the great enots of Mr. Pitt arose from
belief, that as the French lesouiccs and ciedit were ed

and al not destroyed, therefore France was iucapable
the necessaiy efforts to defend herself again-- t the formi-

dable coalition, at the head of which England pi iced heiself,
and lo maiutain which she pouted out ber blood as freely as
her tieauie. But the result proved the folly and the fallacy

all this, notwithstanding the depreciation of the Fictich
paper, and the dit&cultics consequent upon it. What was
the progress and the result cf this effort to pievent a people
fiom changing and their government is written
upon the pages of a quailer cf a century of 'rar, and still more
plainly UXn the op;re?eJ taxation of England, which now
weighs opon her present condition, like an incubus, and
overshadows ber ftauie with daik clouds of adversity.

I now propose tJ subrr-i- t some observations upon the re-

maiks presented lo the Senate a few days fince, by the
distinguished Senator from South Caiolina. The originality

his views, and the force of the initiations with, which
they were suppoited, give then great consideration ; and as

seems to me that in m important particulars, their ten-
dency is erroneous, I desi.e to communicate the impression
they made upon me.

While I shill d this, wi'h the freedom which a sincere
seaich after truth j istiües. I hall do it w ith the respect that

services and high character of the Senator justi-
fy, and that an uninteri upte 1 fuetid hip of tlii ty years,
which has been to me a soutce of great gratificatijo, natu-
rally inspires.

The Senator states that when this proposition for notice
teiminate the joint occupancy of Oregon was first

f r consi leration, he was opposed ta it. But that
now be is in fivor of it in some modified form ; the form, I
believe, it assumes ia the resolution of the Senator fiotn
Georgia.

That his motives of action were the same in both cases
desiie to preset ve the p ace of the tw coa-itrie- s ; that in

the former part of the session he thought the n itice would
lead t war. and thciefjre he opposed it; that he thinks now

would lead to peace, and therefoie he favors it.
Ceitainly, Mi. Picsilent, this is consistent ground fr any

man to occupy. A change cf action nn questions cf expe-
diency, where circum-tance- s have changed, is a dictate of
true widorn. lie who boasts he ha never chingi-d-. boasts

fact, that the lessons of cxpeiit-nc- e have been lost u; on
him ; and that h? grows older w ithout growing wiser. But
before a change t.ikes place in our approbation or condem-
nation of a gicat question of national policy the reasons
which dictate it should be carefully considered and clearly
established.

lias this been d in by the Senat tr from South Carolina ?

think r.ot. .He assumes the vcrv fact upon which his
whole argument rests. He assumes that a great change has
taken plare both in this cotin'ry and in England, iu public
opinion upon this subject, whi h will neeessai ity le id to a
compromise, and thus to an amicable adjustment cf this
serious and long-pendi- controversy.

Of the fact itself, thus alleged, the Senator furnishes no
proof. Indeed, he attempts to furnish none, lie merely
says: " T teie is one p int ia whicn we must all be agiecd,
that a great chang? has tiken place since Ihe commencement

this discussion in rel iti m to notice, in its beaiins i:p--

question of peare or war." "Public opinion has had
time to develop itself, not only on this, but on the other
side of the Atlantic, and that opinion his pronouueed most
audibly d clearly ir. favor of compiomi-e.- "

As things now stand, I no longer regard it as a question
whether the country shall be picifically arranged or nnt,

even in what manner it shall be arranged. I tegard the
arrangement now simply a qnesti m of time," &e.

Mr. Pies'ilent, I cannot partake this confidence. The
'Zn of the limes are any thing but auspicious D ms. It

will be peiceived that the annunciation- - thus certainly made
the peaceful termination ot thu matter, rests upon the

'change in public opinion and upin the conviction that both
governments are teady to compromise, and b ih prepared to
come to tiie same liue; so much so, indeed, that the Senator

's," he trusts that in coatluling it there will be no un-
necessary delay."

In all this, sir, I am under the impression there is a great
misapprehension. As ta the uiivcrsility of the propositi, n,
that all are agreed as to tViis change, I know there is an
error. For myself, my conviction is as strong as human
conviction can be, not only tiiat the change thus indicated

not taken place, but that a great change has been going, . ",n CnntrrJ d''""- - . U" ' OppoiU..n to a
compromise upon the parallel of 4J deg , has increased, is
iticieasing, and will go on to inciea-- e ; and that boih here
and in England, public opinion is less and less confident in

amicable settlement of this dispute. I shall not pursue
this matter into its details. I will merely remark that the
evidences of public opinion which teach us, whether boine
here by letters, by newspapers, by the declarations of conven-
tions, or by the resolutions cf legislative bodies, is decisive and
indisputable. And in proof of this, look at the passnge of J

- ....Ant.tii.iAA in tkft I lull, a r f O enr mi t A ' ! f f f I m

almost unknown in a fiee country upon a question like
d illvolvin2 stlch momentous consequences , and this,.. .ß Sf , SJV ir wou,j

- j - c -
load to war. And what say the advices from England ?

They speak a language as positive as it is minatory. What
says the " Standard " of Match 3d, the gieat tory organ I
will tell you ; " But will the American Congress confirm

insolent and unwarrantable tone adapted by this bragga- -;

docio V And the person thus denominated by these
models of all that is decorous, so often lecommended to us

our study, is the Pre-ide- nt of this great republic. " And
dreadful as is the altcrnative.it will be with Ihe utmost
difficulty that any British mini ter can escape fiom it with
honor." The lat Lond n Times I have seen, says : " The

navigation of the Columbia thu right of harbors on the
seacoast, and the right of traffic for the Hudson Bay Company

one bank of the liver, are, we think, demands neither
unjust nor extravagant." The London Gazette of Match

says : The news from the United States justifies the fears
have repeatedly expressed cf the determined spirit cf has- -

itlity which pervades a powerful party in the United i 'o'S.
T.a , . on . .,, , W1 , Thor,,, fm-- r; T " V ' Ittnr ; '' "- - - -
among our commercial circles ; and those wbo have all along
opposed the expediency of war, on account of mercantile
connexions, now openty claim a vindication ol the honor ot

country at the hands of the Executive." "The feeling
every where is, that England, hiving shown as much for--
nearance as is compatible wun ner lauon in me scaie oi
nations, is now called upon to treat the proceedings of the
Ameiican legislators wiih the contempt they deseive." The
Liverpool Cuu ier of March 4th sayst "The consequences

which it my lead (the refusal to aibittate) may be most
calamitous. But the Americans will only have themselves

btarne, if war ensues ; for England has done atl ti.i her
power to bring matters to a satisfactory and peaceful
Such are Ihe evidences cf public opinion in England, which

last packet biought us; and of the favoialle change
there which renders a compiomise ceilain, and a question
only of time.

The honoiable Senator has referred, in this connexion to
declaration cf Sir Roheit Peel, made some time since in
British House of C- mmons, that he regrett'-- their min- -

istcr h:ii nut transmirtc.1 tj Li government the ptop sitton
a compromise uioii the paiaL'el of 49 deg i that il not

satisfactoiy, it miht have been made the ba-i- s of a modiiiid
offer. I am ne.t inclined to diaw as favorable a conclusion,
however, aa the honoiable Senator, from this incidental re-

maik made, not to ti", hut in the roorse of a pai li imcutaiy
discussion. In fact, it is so cauti"u-l- y expressed, as to P ad

no useful (led icti in lesncctinz bis real views. It is a

mete barren remaik. I'al the premier intended it sh mid
produce any practical consequences, he would have commu-
nicated to cur government the views of the Biitish cabinet,
and would have accepted the offer, or leturmd it wi:h the
proposed modification. But we hear nothing of this disip-prnbati- on

; no, not disapprobation, but if soft lehret at ttie
hasty decision cf the B itjsh minister here, till six months
after it t ick place, and then we learn it in the public debates
and that is the last of it. It is to m; a curious chapter in
the history of Biiti h diph rnacy, that t minister would ven-

ture to take Ihe grave responsibility of rej-cti- ng such a
proposition, without referring it to bis government ; aud be

not even censured for it. If he had been recalled, or a
successor sent out, with instructions lo accept the propositions
made by our government for a compromise, we sh mid then
have had a pioof of sinceiity better than a harten de l i ra-

tion, and which might have led to a better state of feeling.
The Senator from South Caiolina bas entered at some

length into a defence of his views respecting the acquisition
Oicgon, by what is called tho pioce3S of inastcily inac-

tivity. And if he has not made converts to his opinion, he
has gained many admirers cf bis talents by his tnasteily
vindication cf it.

Certainly, sir, it is often the part of true wisdom in this
world to stand still to wait for time and circumMatices.
Theie is a gnat i'eal of wisdom in old proverbs, and one

them savs, " Let veil enough alone." Time bas wiought
many wondeis for our country, and is destined to woik many
more. Tho piactical difficulty is to determine wheu inaction
should cease and action comuence, and how the operations

time can be best aided by enterprise and iaduslry. The
honorable Senator says that circumstances have got ahead of
his system, and that he adverts to the subject, nut to apply

but to defend it. It seems to me, sir, it never could have
produced the results the .Senator anticipated, and pioduccd
them peacefully.

Here was an open question which, for almost forty years
had occupied tbe attention of the two countiies, which had
been kept at aim's length by an improvident airangetnent,
instead of being gtappled with and adjusted, as it could have
been, and should have been, long ago, and which had at
length increased to a fearful magnitude ; and, what is still
moic, had begun to enlist passions, and feelings, ar.d inter-

ests, that thieatened to take the controver-- y from the pen,
aud to commit it to the sword. The claims of two great
countiies to a distant teriitory were unsettled, and in a con-

dition unprecedented in the history of national intercourse.
Each with a right lo occupy the whole of the tenitoiy, but
each lial le to have this right defeated by the picvious action

the other party. Each holding a letmle possession, be-

ginning to fill up by emigration with their lesj eclive citizens
and iut j ct, baidy, enterpiising. and somewhat pugnacious,
intermingled upon Ihe same soil, seizing it as they coulJ,
and holding it as they might, without auy of these impiove--
ments which requite far their cieation and suppoit the joint

. . .. . . . .. .. .in i : e - : a i. 1 : ...in- -'an a iviilu oi a voiiiuiumi j, Uta wuviijr iiic?jaiu.iwiv
for their acts towards otic another, except thioueh the medi-
um cf tiibunals belonging to tbe paity claiming allegiance
over the aggressor, aud possessing no sympathy with the
complainant. The end of all this may be foreseen without
ihe gift cf second E.ht. Collisions must be inevitable. 1 he j
only wonder IS they have not already occurred. And the

first gun that is fired upon the Columbia will send its echoes
to the Potomac and the Thames. And think you that the
matter will be coolly examined, dispassionately dicucd,
atd amicably ai ranged ' No, sir; each nation will believe
its own stoiy, aud both will ba ready to arm, and asseit its
honor, and defend its citizens. All butory is full cf these
incidents ; and the peace cf two great nations is now held by
the slightest tenure, dependent upon passioos and inleiesia
to be called inta fierce action upon the shores that look out
upuu China and Jap.n. We aie told that Time is the great
physician who might have cuted this disordeied state of our
political affairs. lama firm believer in the silent and
ceaseless operations if that mighty agent. But this case
was beyond its power. If, indeed, time would stand still for
one of the piriie, snd move only for the other stand still
for England, and move on for us our state cf progtess
would $. on pour through the passes cf the P.ocky Mountains
a hoit of emigrants who would spread over all the bills and
valleys from the summit of that great bariier to that other
bariier, the ocean itself, which says to the advancing settle-
ments. Come no farther. But neither time nor Engl.nd
would stand still. Her government is sagacious, alive to ber
interests, and ready to maintain tbem. She knows the value
of the country as well as we do, and appreciates it perhaps
higher. No one can read Ihe speeches in the House cf
Commons on the 4;h of April last, without bein feasible
that Ihe subject, in all its ex'ent.has occupied tbe attention
of tbe Bntih government, and that tbe country itself will
occupy its fostering care. Think you that that government
would have continued to see band after band of our citizens
leaving our fiontier settlements, lost to human observation
almost foi month! while passing through tbe deseit with its
toils, its ptivations, and its dangers, and finally emerging into
the lard of promise, to seize it and to hold it, and would
hive looked calmly on, icceding as we advanced, retreating
to the hill as we ed into the valley, and finally yield-
ing us quiet possession of this li.ng disputed territory i He
who does not believe all Ibis must believe that lime
woulj not have peacefully adjusted this controversy for us.
But, besides, this ptocess cf adjustment does not assume that
our right M exclude the Biitish fiom the country will be
increased by settlement. It may add strength to our power,
but none to our title. It does not presuppose that war is to
be averted, buf only postpmed. The rights cf Eng'and at
the end of any n 'i peri d will be precisely what they now
are; and unltt-- s she should voluntiiily icli;qui-- h thrm,a
conflict would be. inevitable. It seem to me veiy clear, that
if she would ever be disposed to abandon ihe countiy, she
would do it now, when the disparity of foice theie is not
such as to east the leprcach cf timidity upon her counsels,
and when the number of her subjects is not such as to itnJei
difficult a satisfactory arrangement for them.

Mr. Piesident, the Senator from South Carolina has held
up to our view a sombie pictuie of the calamities which a
war with England would b ing upon the United Slates too
snmbie, sir, if I am not utterly ignorant cf tbe history and
condition of mv country, and of the energy and spiiit cf my
countryman. I shall not examine it fvatuie by feature ; but
there aie certain portions I desiie to piesont to (he Senate.

What probable ciicumstar.ces couid lequire this country to
keep up a militiry an l naval force of two hun l.rd thousand
men for ten years ihe land pottion of it divided into seven
great armies I confess my utter inability to conjecture.
Why the honoiable Senator fixes up m that peiiod fr the
duiation cf the war, I know n t. It is so wholly conjectur-
al as to elude the appli atiou of any principle to it. Long
before i's cxpiiation, if we are not utterlv unwm thy of oui
name and our birthright, we should sweep the Biili-- h powci
from Ihe continent cf North Ametica, and the remainder cf
the time must be occupied by pted itoiy incuisi ns upon the
coast and by hostilities upon the oeean. The dangers or di
astets which this sti"e of things brings with it would lequiie
but a small portion of the force considered necessaiy by the
Senator. As lo Mexico, I hope we shall bear much fiom her.
We owe that to our own stiength and lo her weakness ; to
our own not less than to the situation cf her gov-

ernment and to ihe quasi civil war. which seems to be the
curse of her condition. But should we be d.iven to put forth
cur stiength, peace would ensue, and speedily ; but it would
be a peace dictated in her capital, aud placing ber political
destiny at our disposition.

And besides, during the progres? of such a war, to which
the honorable gentleman alludes, who can tell Ihe sphere of
its opeiations, and what nations would become parties to it ?

How so m wou'd the great maritime questions of our day
present themselves for solution ? How long would it be be-

fore England would revive ind enfotce thjse belligeient pre-
tensions which drove us to war when we were neutral, and
which would drive other cations to war occupying the same
position ? How long before ihe violation cf her flag would
arouse the public feeling of Fiance, and compel her govern-
ment to vindicate its honor ? And who can tell what war cf
piinciples and opinions would come to add its excitement
and passions t the usual tiujgles of contending nations j

The woild is, indeed, in comparative lepose; but there aie
causes in opetation which, if quickened inta action by pe-

culiar ciicumstances, might shake the institutions cf Europe
to their veiy foundations. I consider a war between Eng-
land and the United States for ten years, or for half of thit
time, utterly impossible, without biinging into collision the
great questions ef our day the right to govern and the duty
to submit and into fierce action the interests and ptsins
which such a struggle would excite a struggle that must
come, but which such a war would accelerate.

In order that I may remove even the possibility of
the sentiments of the Senator. I will real an ex-tia- ct

or two from his speech. After alluding to the mattttial
horrors of war, and doing justice to the courage of his coun
trymen, be adds, that a war between us and tieat Britain,
such as has been deseiibed, "in which every nerve and mus-
cle would be strained to the utmost, and every dollar put in
requisi'ion which could be commanded, could not fail under
present ciicumstances to work most disastrous, and I fear ble

changes in the social condition cf our people, and in
their po!'tieal institutions." He then adverts to tbe conse-
quences of such a war, drawing after it a Mexican war and
an Indian war. He thinks we should need two fleets, six or
seven aimies, one hundred million of dollars annually, and a
proportionate system of taxation. He then continues, alter
showing the destruction of the State governments, and the
consolidation of all power in the central authority, and that
our very success would engender a spirit inconsistent with
the genius of our government. "It would then be a straight
and downward road which leads ta where so many fiee
States have terminated their career a military despotism.
In the mean time we should have to provide for three or four
successful generals, who would soon be competing for the
presidency, and before the generation which would have
waged the war would have passed away, they might possi-
bly witness a contest between hostile gcneials for that su-pte-

office a contest between him who might conquer
Mexico and him who might conquer Canada, terminated by
the swoid."

But permit me to ak the Senator from South Caiolina if
all this were so, if his anticipations were certain, instead of
being purely gratuitous, ought the assurance cf these events
to come from him, from such a high authoi ity, in so high a
place ? In the Sena e of the United States, and from one
who has filled some uf the most important offices in our gov-

ernment, whose services, and talents, and chai acter, give him
;reat consirlerati'n with bis countrymen, who possesses a
European fame, and whose opinions are quoted at this mo
ment in London and Tai is as inrlic.it i n of ourpo'iey, and of j

the final result cf this controversy? Is it well thus to an- -
nounce to the world our incapacity to defend ourselves ? j

For that is in fact the result. A government dissolved, or
rather changed to a despoti-m- , a country luincd, and event- - '

ualty its fiajments a piey to the ambitious generals, as the J

empiie of Alexander was pattitioned among his lieutenants ! i

War, thcn.b comei not a measure of safety, but a sign tl of de-

struction to the Ameiican people. We aie poweiless to de-

fend ourselves. If we are struck upm one cheek, we must
turn the ether; not in a spirit of Cfiiistian chaiity, but i:i
the despair cf helplessness. We a-- bound together by a
f.ir w eather government, inrapab'e of riding out the storms
of fote'gn aggression. Submission must be nur refuge, for
boyon l submission is destruction. We shall ex'ii!it the

spectacle of a great people, great in the elements
of power and prospei ity, saying to the woild, in elT-C-

t, we
cannot contend will England. We aie at her meicy, for
cvea success would ruin us.

Now, sir, this is not so. There is not one man, within the
sound of my voice, whose heart dors not tell him, such has j

nut been yoar p :st such will not te your future. The j

honorable Senator in looking at the leal calamities of war,
which I seek neither to conceal nor to deny, has suffcied
himself to oveirate thi rn. They have struck him more for-

cibly than they should do. The expeii nei:t of two wais
with Englind, into which we entered, and fiom which we
issued gloiiously, puts the stamp of etior on these sad fore-

bodings. How thev pushed us forward, in character and po-

sition among the uations of the eailh, I ceel not tells nor
nei d I say that the match of this countiy is ail that consti.
tute the power and happiness cf a people, is a practical
proof, that those conflicts left no wounds u.ooti our institu-
tions, and but tempoiary checks upon cur ptosperity. The
honorable Senator ha appealed t) hi pat histoiy in proof,
that in presenting these vi w-- he acted from tin unmanly,
fear for himself, anJ that if war come, be would be the last ,

to flinch. No, Mr. President, no one in this nation doubts j

that his course would be fiim and patiiotic, should war bet
foiced upon us. Hut he will peimit me alsj to appeal; to
appeal from the Senator cf tS4'3 to the Repicsentative cf j

1812. He is the Ultimus Romanorum the last cf the Uo-- :

tnai:s. The sole survivor among us of a generation of states-- !

men, wbo have passed from the legislative service of their!
country.

Tbe last of th e actors, not of the sinners, who core to the world j

our second declaration of indejtenitence, scarcely inferior In its!
eau.ses and consequences to the first. He came here youn;, tin- - j

known to his country. He left these halls with a maturily of fame j

which rarely tails to the lot of any stuesm.in. I w is then upon the
frontier, and well do I remember with what 6traininr eyes and beat-
ing hearts we turned towards tlie Cnpi'ul to know if the honor and
interests of our country would be asserted and maintained. There were
then two men here upon whom, more than upon any others, perhaps
more than upon all others, devolved llirtaskol advocalin;tbe war, an 1 I

of carry in? throueh the measures of the administration. And noMy j

did Ihey perform their duty. They were the honorable senator from
South Carolina, and a retired stiitesman. Mr. Clay, trooi whom,
tliotieh tt Ins been my fortune lo differ in the pony contests tint j

divide us, yet K has nltvayg hern my pride to do justice to his eminent
qualities, and to his hi ah services lo hia country, and esMscially lo his
services during our List contest with Enstand. Tliey er tlie
leaders of thai great legislative war, who. like tlie Homeric heroes, !

threw Uieniselves into the middle cf the fi:lit,aii( fought the ha (tics ;

of llteir party and of Uieir country with eijual talents, firuiness, aud
success. J

As to tlie evils of war. he of ns is blind to all liInlorir.il experience
... Is e Aim .nl iua lh.,rti .ml a,t,f.ikl'iritl t n lim nisaiti.,,1 u kik ft. mm nrj I

acknowledge them. There is no siuh representative ol ths M.ilei
here. We mil acknowledge the evils of war, both moral and outer ml.
We dilTi-- r as to their degree, und na lo Iii power of this country to
endure and to inflict litem. While the condition of Englan I presents
gteat means of annoyance, it prevent also pnlpible elements of
weakness. I am not her panegyrist. I shall never be accused of
Hint. But if I sea the defects ol" her national character. I eaa see
ulso Iter redeeming virtues. 1 am sensibly alive lo Ihe acts of injustice
she ling done us. 1 lis feelinc is deiHisited at my heirt'i core. lut I
do not shut my eyes either to her power or to the virtues slie actually
possesses. I peed n tell what she has done to attrai l the admintion
ol Ihe world ; for her deeds of war and peace are written upon many
a lirirthf ms of hnmin mlnrv . K hm Im rjirlld a eUllin.1llil ill tf .....emi. .VI 1,111' tJ' Ul ,,U IIIUII M., J WIIV U. 1VUVII." '
nence an on 2 the powers of the earth a ciddy eminence : and 1 !

believe kite will find it en unstable one. I do iu4, however, e.tunn'e
her present position as hitth as many do, and I consul, u as unsiie
a aimtst any one ran. i lie elements oi ner weaaness ue upon tue

ttafMt i0 ie most Mre,CM . Bt ,

has jreut milaary and naval ertaWUhmeiit, and she is augment.

Inf and extending tbem. 1 am cot gain lo spread lb Senala
tho stall ot tier power ta a and tetVnce- - Tbl baa
been suibc lenity done already. But I hi express my decided con-
viction, ihat I Lese talnlar statements give in e n rtr rat rd Dictate of
ber condition. Old vrw!, old tuns iwrr bulks, Tslid, U irUca
of hair a cent or i.f war, are airangrd ia rurninlaJjle luu ot" Ciurra,and go to swell Hie general ir-rrp- .ic

Ue-ide- s, she has peculiar era bac Is to the esertioi of her power.
The ared or danger are sow a in lite Biust important :rninra tJ w

I bome empire, and may at any time tan op into a abundant harvest
rum anu ci.vinrr. a ue aragnn a leetn may becotr.e armed men.
She has rxtssessions round tbe world lo retain, and in snany of them

a discontented population to restrain. Her commerce, the very foaa-dati-

of ber prosperity and greatness, U scattered over all the ba)a,
and inlru, and gulfs, and seas, of the world ; ami he who knows litedaring character and enterprioe of our people, knows that our pttbhc
and private aroied veswU would nlmoat sweep M Inm exiklenee. But
I thall not pnrssae this inveati-ati- oa further. While I belu-v-e she will
en to w ar with us, if the cannot escape from it without wholly sncrs-ticin- g

her own honor, as abe views the question, I recollect she has
done so tw ice betöre, with no credit lo heractf, but wiia iaiperubable
glory for as.

A' few words as to the condition ot her finances, and her means of
carrying on a war. It is said to be the last featlier that breaks ihe
camel's back. That the time will come when lite artificial and op-
pressive fiac.il ajstein of must break auwa, and, lika Ue
strong man of Israel, involve her existing institutions ia Ihe fall, is as
certain as any future political event can be. Hut that time has ax 4 yet
come, and he anuat be a bolder and a wiser man than I am, to predict
w hen it will come. Fhe hat the same means now In meet her war
expenditures hieb she has bmg bad. 1 be power of drawing, upca
the future for the exigencies of the prevent, leavins the reoetationa loconra to ray '! debt, or to cart it off", like a bunten loa hrw la hm
borne. At this very moment he is making an experiment w tuen will
be almost a A m experiment as I believe : but still a
tearful one, tor an old society, w be habits are fixed, and winch

itself wth difficulty, even to gradual chances- -
As to Uie poinuof contrast between out condition and that of Eng.

hod, they are before the world, and tor the rwrposee of peace or
war, we need not fear the most scarchine eianiinatioa.

Kappen what may. we ea nrilner be overrun nnr conquered.
Enrbtnd mixta ns well attemi to blow up the rock of Gibraltar web
a sennit, as to attempt lo uhdue us. I suppose an LnrtUhnian even
never thinks of ihat, aed I do not know that 1 can ealiil ia ttrorirer
terms us impositii:riy.

I mibt easily spu-a- beCre the Senate our capacity to annoy a
niatiti.i e adversary, and to twerp the British tine Iroin this part of
the continent. J ul I fnibeitr. What we have twice done in the days
of our comparative wea'sneas, we can repeal and fir exceed in Ihfedays of our str-prt- While, tlirn-rore- , I .lo not conceal frotn ui)eirthat awarwi'h tncland would temporarily cherk our pror.rew.aad
lead many evils in its trnin, still I have no lear of the issue, and have
an ahidine confidence that we should come out of it, not nwlced un-
harmed, but w ith all the elements of our prixfierily aiife, and Willi
many a elurious achievement written on the pases of our liMory.

II pains me, fir, to hear allusions lo the destruction of this tovero-men- t,
and to the dissolution of tins con edmcy. It purn me. But

beta il e Ihey inspire me with an v fear, hut becaue e outfit to hiveone iinprontHiMrentile word, as tlie Jews h: d of old, and that word ia
aVWa'iu. We should reject the leeling fnan our besots, and itsname fnun our bmsues. This cry of ar, m. tu Jerusalem, crate
handily upon my eas. Our Jerusalem is neither belraitired nor in
dancer. It is set the city iisn a hill, glorious in w bal M is. Kill
more clorioiis, bs Ihe blessone of God, in what it is lo he a landmark
inviting the nations of the world. lrti;el n.f upon the stormy ocean
of politics! oppression, to (ollow us to a haven of ssfrty and ol r lional
liberty. No F.netili Titus Witt enter our temiJe of f:eedom, thrnii-- r
a breach in Ihe butt letnents, to be n thence the ark ot mr constitution
and the hock of ourlnw.lo tike their nations in a triumphal ptnrea-sio- n

m thet-treets- cf a modern Home, as trophies of emquert, aud
pnsifs of submission.

.Many a raven his croaked in my day, but the aurtryba failed,
anl the rcjuiMic has man lied onward. Many a eiisis bas presented

to Hie imnginntions ol our political Cissmdms, but we hive
still increased in political prosperity, as we i ave inrreased in years,
und t.'i.it . too. w i!h an accelerated procress unknown in tbe biry of
t lie world. We have a cl-is- of men whose eve are always iion the
foture, overtoi kins the blessing around us. and forever aiipi-henaiv- e

of some preat political evil which it to arrest our course somewhere or
other on this vide of Ihe millenium. To litem, we are the imaceof
cold, and fitver. and bias, and cliy.omtrarmy in unity, which tbe
ürst rude li'ow of mfortone is to strike lvotn it pedestal.

For mv own part, I consider this the strongest Government on the
face of tt.e earth for ewd, and Ihe weakest for evil. Strong, because
supported by lh-- public opiniun of a people inferior In none of the
roni'tiuiiities of the earth in all Ihat constitutes mor:l worth and
useful knowleCge, and who have breathed into their political system
Ihn breit h of lile ; and t ho would destroy it, as they ctealed it, if it
weie unworthy of tltem. or filled to fulfil their jost expectations.

And weak for evil, from this very eonrtderat ion, which would rnnke
its follies Mid its fmils the siznal for its overthrow. It is the only
government in e x istence w h irn no revolution can subvert. It Btay
be changed, hut it provides for its own chance w hen the public will
lequire. Dots, and insurrections, and the various strussles by
which an oppressed population manifests iu siifTrnn-- s and seeks the
recovery of its rights, have no place here. We have nothing to lea
but ourselves.

And tbe senator from Souih Carolina will permit me to remark,'
that the apprehension he expresses, that a war mav brine forward
military chieftains, w ho would ultimately ectaMisb their own power
upon ihe ruins of their country's freedom, is. in mv opinion, if net
the last of all the evils, one of ihe very last, which the republic ha to
fear. I will not top to point out Ihe circumstances of our position, cha-
racter, and insi notions w hich render a military despotism impossible in
thiscou.itry. They are written in burning characters not upon the
wall, but noon the heart nt every A merican ; and they need no seer to
expound them. Our safety is cur union, our only tear disunion. In
the moral eovernntent of Ihe world, national offences are punished
by national enl unites. It may be that we may torsake the God of
our fathers, and seek aller stra nee pods. If we do, and are Strock
with judicial blindness, we ha t but add another to the loot list of
nations unworthy of the blessiuss acquired for the in ty preceding
generations, and iucap.iMe of rnaiutaiain; them ; but none as signally
so as we.

Messrs Hannpgan, Cass and Allen, in the Senate
of the United States, are an honor to their constitu-
ents;, to the Democracy and the country. Who is
there thnt has read Mr. Ilannegan's great end patri-
otic speech, who-s- bosom Le not thrill with emo-
tion on hearing his name. If we had aH such men
as the above named, there would be but little said of
our love or fear of Great Eritian. The only question
to be discussed would be " are we right." This ques-
tion has been settled. Probably not one man in five
hundred but what says unhesitatingly, "our right to
Oregon is clear and unquestionable. " This being the
case we are for maintaining that right, let itcost
what it may. The gentlemen above named have
nobly defended the people's rights stood by them
with them and for them in return for which, whether
they are successful or not, they will receive a nation's
gratitude. Vermont Spirit of the Age.

With Vancouver's Iiand, England will command
the staits of Juan de Fuca, and in time of war, can
blockade our navy in Puget's Sound, as completely
as she could blockade New York Harbor by having
Long Island. We can have no other naval station
upon tlie whole coast, and of course she will sweep
us from the Facific ocean, or blokade us in Puget'u
Sound, while she would ravage the coast south. This
i-- s so obvious that safety and self defence demand that
any treaty ceding any or all of Vancouver's Island,
should be rejected. Missourian.

Henkv Clay nominated, once more et Jcsefh
L. White. The Whigs of New York held a jolli-
fication at Nillo's Garden, last week, to celebrate the
birth day of Mr. Clay. Josejth L. White, a character
pretty well known in this region of country two or
three years ag , presided and made the speech of the
evening. During this ft;cech he took occasion to

Henry CUy for the Presidential contest
of 13 IS. Horace Greely rather objected to this.
He said he admired Mr. Clay's taleuts, his services
and all tint sart of thinj, but did not belie, e l.e
could corns it. For his own part, Greely said he had
sons smiU sfare of President making in 1340, oncf
was perfcefy satisfied trith his experim-n- l he would
have nothing mure to do with the selection of a can-
didate. L:ruis i Ule Democrat.

Fuxisiimext of Death. It is ascertained that
th se countries where tlie jKjulation are generally
characterised by a read;ue?3 to resort U violence, arc
tlie very cuuntrics where the example of capital pun-
ishment is most frequently set forth. Thus in Sjain,
"that wretched land where assassinations abound ia
the streets, on tlie mouutain sides, on the hiiru roads,
in the cottages, and in the palace itself," there were
from to 1So7, yearly executions in the pro;xrtioa
of one to every ltit,OOJ inhabitants. The propor-
tion in Sweden beinj one in 172,1)! XJ; in Ireland, one
in 'UÜ.COü ; in Ennnd, one in 230 .l); 0; in liaden,
one in ilW.OOO; in France, one in 470,0. 0; in Nor-
way, ouc in75t0J'); in Austria, one in 810,000; in
rruss'ia.one in 1,700,000; in Bavaria, one in 2,0J0,-t't'- O;

and in Belgium, since 1S150, not one. Popular
Record.

A Daxeer Caged. The Coshocton Democrat gives
an account of an occurrence in that town last week,
in which Henry Smith, cf the firm of J. O. &, II.
S:nit!i, of 'red-d- o notoriety, seems to have been
the tnast conspicuous actor. Mr. S. having visited
Coshocton to collect some of his dues, several cf tho
citizens were reminded of a few promises to pay,'
bearing the signature of the Smith firm. - A citizen
accordingly took legal measures to secure the pay-
ment of red-do- g' cur-ren- cy to the amojntof eighteen
dollars. Judgment being rendered against Smith, he
endeavored to take an appeal, but being unable to
give bail, he deposited the amount of the judgment,
and was discharged. But Lis troubles were not yet
at on end. The gentleman indebted to Smith, and to
efil'ct a settlement with whom he had gone to Coshoc-
ton, having oa hand 700 dollars in red-do- g, pre-
sented GO,) dollars, and asked for credit to that amount,
to which Smith consented. The other then presented
the remaining 400 dollars, asking credit for that also,
whicli Smith refused. He was then arrested ty the
sheriff, and 4 deposited in jail ' safe, if not sol-ren- t.'

lie continued in jail until Saturday night;
but wishing" to take advantage of the Sabbath to make
his exit, he declared Iiis willingness to allow the full
amount as a credit upon the obligation, whereupon he
was discharged.

The Democrat decidedly approves of this plan cf
raising red-do- g to par,' and advises those similarly
situated, to go and do likewise. CMw Statesmen.

GEHMaVN Hvmns. The number ef hymns and odes
extant iijrreatenhan that in any other'lacuajc, and
is said to be not less than 80 thousand. A very suc-
cessful attempt has lately been made by Rev. Dr.
Mills, cf the Auburn seminary, to render some'of the
beat German hymns or odes in Engliih retaining the
precise measure, accent, and double rhymes of the
German. There are i:i thia volume si.xty-thrc- e vari-
eties of measure.


